Palm Oil Orphans
Palm Oil costs the lives of about 50
orangutans every week and its
cultivation is a major cause of
global warming.
In the time it takes you to read this
report another orangutan may have
died as a consequence of the
rapacious drive by multi-national palm
oil companies to get rich regardless
of the environmental consequences.
Orangutan experts predict that these
extraordinary animals will be extinct
in the wild within 20 years.
Recent estimates suggest that there are only 45,000 to 69,000
Bornean orangutans and only 7,300 Sumatran orangutans
remaining in the wild. At the present rate of killing there will be
none left in 20 years. The Palm Oil industry can be held largely
accountable for this genocide. They have the blood of
thousands of orangutans on their hands.
“If we let one of our closest living relatives go extinct in our
lifetime, we will diminish all humanity. The virtual extinction of
orangutans in the wild in the next twenty years is a reality!”
Leif Cocks, President, Australian Orangutan Project. 2006
What is Palm Oil?
Palm Oil is the world’s second largest oil crop. It is used
extensively in food, body care, and industrial products. Palm
Oil is made from the fruit of oil palm trees which are usually
planted in large plantations. Malaysia and Indonesia are the
world’s largest palm oil producers. Australians consume an
average of 10kg of palm oil per person each year.
Environmental Impacts of Palm Oil
An expansion in oil palm plantations is causing massive
deforestation and this is the greatest threat to orangutans.
They and other endangered species such as the Sumatran
rhino and tiger need the rainforest to survive. It is estimated
that 80% - 100% of the forests’ birds, mammals and reptiles
can not survive in oil palm plantations. We must protect the
remaining rainforest habitat.
Palm Oil is a major contributor to Global Warming
Wet, swampy rainforests are drained and cleared to make way
for oil palm plantations. As they dry, their peat filled soils
release large amounts of methane, a greenhouse gas that has
2
a global warming impact 23 times greater than CO .
The cleared land is highly susceptible to long burning fires that
emit large quantities of carbon. Illegally lit peatland fires in
Borneo have for years been one of the largest global sources
of greenhouse gas emissions.
It has recently been calculated that 15% of all carbon dioxide
emissions from fossil fuels come from this rainforest
destruction.
Social impacts of Palm Oil
The development of new Palm Oil plantations is commonly
associated with social conflict and human-rights’ abuses.
Most of the area developed is customary land owned by
indigenous peoples and local communities. In the name of the
'national interest', communities are being forced to give up
land, often against their will and without adequate
compensation.
Many Palm Oil companies claim they bring work to the area,
but do not always employ the local people. As a result,
conflicts between them and local communities are widespread
and growing.

Beware of BioFuel
Using Palm Oil to make ‘greener’ fuels does not make sense
and is an example of how well-meaning efforts to limit climatechanging carbon emissions can backfire. Marcel Silvius, a
climate expert, compared the benefits of palm oil to the
ecological harm produced as a result of land clearing for
plantations. His conclusion: "As a biofuel, it's a failure."
Health impacts of Palm Oil
Oil palm is high in saturated fat and low in polyunsaturated fat.
Biomedical research indicates that the consumption of Palm
Oil increases the risk of heart disease. The National Heart
Foundation of Australia, World Health Organisation and the
Australian and New Zealand Departments of Health have
urged the public to avoid saturated fats in their diets. However,
avoiding Palm Oil is difficult when food manufacturers aren’t
required to label it.
Even though these
products contain Palm Oil
or Palm Oil derivatives,
the labelling isn’t clear.
Consumers have a right
to know if the oil used in a
product is contributing to
the destruction of rainforests and the slaughter of wildlife. Insist
on knowing if the vegetable oil used is Palm Oil from Indonesia
or Malaysia and if it has been grown sustainably.
Food manufacturers can find other ways of making these
products however we can’t find other ways of making
orangutans.
KFC use Palm Oil but the
National Heart Foundation of
Australia says palm oil is far
from healthy. The consumption of
saturated fats is linked to an increased
risk of cardiovascular diseases.
The relevant companies have verified that all of the products
displayed as at 3/4/07 contain palm oil or a palm oil derivative.

What can I do?
Palm Oil is deadly for some but there is much you can do to
help.
Take the challenge and count to five:
1. Write letters to the supermarket manager where you
usually shop
2. Write to Ministers in the Government to express your
concerns about Palm Oil.
3. Check out the Palm Oil Action Group website at:
www.palmoilaction.org.au and the Australian
Orangutan Project website at www.orangutan.org.au to
learn more about this issue (and see some more
beautiful orangutan photos).
4. Find products containing Palm Oil or “vegetable oil” &
write to the manufacturer expressing your concerns.
5. Print out copies of the brochure from the Palm Oil Action
Group website and send them to your friends
(alternatively email the brochure to them).
Live consciously, and by doing so, become part of the
solution, and not part of the problem.
Remember:
Global Public Opinion is the new Superpower.
That Superpower is you!
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